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Introduction 
 

This milestone report is prepared by Component 1 of the Malaysia Building 

Integrated Photovoltaic (MBIPV) Project to report to the National Project Leader and 

other higher authorities involved in the MBIPV Project. 

 

This activity is carried out to fulfill part of the requirement under activity 2.7  (of 

Component 2) Review and Promotion of National PV Program "Suria 1000" in 

which “The grid-connected solar PV program will be developed to become a national 

BIPV program, called “Suria 1000”. The concept of the national program, 

incorporating a bidding approach, will be revised and improved to provide local BIPV 

market penetration. Extensive marketing campaign to launch the “Suria 1000” 

targeting the public sector will be carried out. The national program will make BIPV to 

become attractive where the BIPV systems will be offered at special discounts and 

affordable prices.” 

Source : Inception Report, June 2006 version 

 

Although the promotional activities leading to SURIA 1000 spanned from March 2006 

until November 2006, most of the costs for each activity are covered and reported 

under individual milestone reports. As such, this report only covers activities directly 

related to the final promotional activities for SURIA 1000 occurring in November 

2006. 
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Background 

 

One of the main objectives of MBIPV Project is to bring down the price of PV 

technology via the widespread use of PV technology. Economics of scale will bring 

the price of PV systems down but market will not relent unless the price of PV is 

reduced. To prevent a deadlock situation, the MBIPV Project has packaged different 

types of financial incentives for the general public. One of the most attractive 

packages is the National SURIA 1000 programme. 

 

SURIA 1000 programme enables the general public to install PV in their homes at a 

heavily discounted capital investment. The programme is based on bidding system in 

which the lowest financial contribution from MBIPV Project will be awarded the bid. 

This programme is designed to create a vibrant PV market in the country. 

 

In February 2006, the Ministry of Energy, Water and Communications (MEWC) 

proposed to MBIPV that the launching of SURIA 1000 be held in conjunction with the 

2006 International Energy Conference for Sustainable Asia (2006 IEC), an event co-

organized by the Associated Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry in 

Malaysia (ACCCIM) and Asean Academy of Engineering and Technology (AAET). 

The proposal was accepted by MBIPV and subsequently, also accepted by the 

organizing committee of 2006 IEC. 

 

The YAB Prime Minister was invited to officiate the launching of SURIA 1000. The 

invitation was accepted initially. Two weeks before the actual launch, the YAB Prime 

Minister had to cancel the launching appointment. As a result, the official launch was 

changed to a soft launch or introduction of SURIA 1000 and this was carried by YB 

Dato’ Sri Dr Lim Keng Yaik, Minister of Energy, Water and Communications on 

Monday, 27th November 2006 at Sunway Pyramid Convention Centre. 

 

To reciprocate the organizer’s hospitality in accommodating MBIPV Project to 

introduce the SURIA 1000 programme in the 2006 IEC, MBIPV took up 2 corner 

booth spaces at the 2006 International Energy Expo (2006 IEE). The booth was 

custom designed to showcase Pusat Tenaga Malaysia’s services and the main 

projects hosted by the organization. 
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Methodology 
 
The tasks of implementing the introduction of SURIA 1000 and the booth design and 

construction for 2006 IEE were outsourced. The following is a calendar of events 

leading to appointment of the main contractors. 

 

Date Activity 

27th June 2006 Invitations to participate in launching & booth design were 

made via email 

29th June 2006 Presentation to contractors in the project 

11th August 2006 Technical Evaluation of proposals 

18th August 2006 Commercial Evaluation of proposals 

22nd August 2006 Tender Committee Meeting 

28th August 2006 Initiate meetings with main contractors 

 

Calendar of events for minor contractors 

Date Activity 

16th August 2006 Approval process for Star Publications (M) Bhd (Kuntum) & 

Galleries Sdn Bhd (door gifts & paper bags) 

1st September 

2006 

Approval process for media publications and exhibition 

participation at 2006 IEE (2 booth spaces) 

 

The deliverables for each major contractor are as follows: 

Contractors Deliverables 

Event backdrop 

Launching Gimmick 

MC 

Videographer (required to take video / pictures of the 

booth as well) 

Photographer (required to take video / pictures of the 

booth as well) 

Multimedia video (max 3 mins) 

Mementos (X 2) 

World Communications 

Network (M) Sdn Bhd 

Event Mgmt Fee (include invitation of guests) & Technical 

Personnel 
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Contractors Deliverables 

Sound and Lighting System 

Usherettes & registration counters 

Press Invitation 

 

CCTV 

Design & Construction booth 

Booth Design & Fabricate 

Design & Printing of wall poster 

Lighting System 

Audio Visual 

Pico International (M) 

Sdn Bhd 

Rental of furnitures 

Invitation Card (250 copies) 

Flyer (exhibition 1000 copies) 

Launching brochure (250 copies) 

Logo branding 

Artwork in designing advertorial 

Artwork in designing thank you ad 

Film processing 

Re-Han Communications 

Sdn Bhd 

Copywriting 

 

Deliverables for minor contractors are as follows: 

Contractors Deliverables 

500 crystal house Galleries Sdn Bhd 

500 paper bags 

2 articles in series on solar PV 

Colouring & drawing contest 

Administration and promotion of contest & prizes 

dissemination 

Star Publications (M) Bhd  

Media coverage of judging entries (Star Metro) & grand 

prize ceremony (Kuntum, Jan 2007 issue) 
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Below is a table which recorded a series of activities leading to the introduction of 

SURIA 1000 and IEE 2006. 

 

Date Event 

10th February 2006 MEWC proposed to MBIPV that SURIA 1000 be held in 

conjunction with 2006 IEC. 

16th February 2006 First meeting with ACCCIM – MBIPV proposed SURIA 1000 to 

be held in conjunction with 2006 IEC. 

1st March 2006 Second meeting with ACCCIM – ACCCIM accepted the proposal 

and SURIA 1000 is to be launched at function rooms at level 11 

which catered up to 200 guests. 

6th March 2006 First letter to MEWC to invite PM for the launch. 

27th March 2006 Second letter to MEWC to invite PM for the launch. 

13th April 2006 Press conference held by ACCCIM at Sunway Lagoon Resort 

Hotel. 

16th August 2006 Confirmation on participation at 2006 IEE. 

9th October 2006 Received letter from MEWC confirming PM’s participation. 

MEWC proposed to MBIPV to have a joint launching of 2006 

IEC and SURIA 1000. 

11th October 2006 Meeting with ACCCIM to propose the joint launching as per 

directive of MEWC. 

Inform Worldcom that the launching plan has changed. This 

affected the scale of launching & programme details. 

Inform Re-Han to cancel invitation cards & flyers. Instead print 

2,000 copies of SURIA 1000 brochures to cater for the increase 

in guests. 

Inform Galleries to increase the paper bags to 800 and change 

the door gifts to cater for the increase in guests. 

17th October 2006 Visited Sunway Pyramid Convention Center with ACCCIM & 

Worldcom to see the new launching venue (~1,000 guests). 

20th October 2006 Meeting with ACCCIM to fine tune the programme for joint 

launching. 

30th October 2006 Luncheon with Minister of MEWC and ACCCIM at Marriot 

Putrajaya to brief him on joint launching of 2006 IEC & SURIA 

1000 by PM. 

ACCCIM offers 2 complimentary booth spaces. 
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Date Event 

Liaise with Pico to change booth design from 2 to 4 booth 

spaces. 

8th November 2006 Meeting with ACCCIM, ACCCIM’s contractor and Worldcom on 

programme details & logistic issues. 

9th November 2006 Notified by ACCCIM that PM is not available to attend the joint 

launching of 2006 IEC 2006 and SURIA 1000. 

ACCCIM then proposed that the launching be held at the 

function rooms at level 11, as originally planned. 

Proposal under consideration by MBIPV. 

10th November 2006 MBIPV planned to launch SURIA 1000 out of 2006 IEC event. 

10-12th November 

2006 

Planning & budget revision to cater for change in date & venue 

of launching of SURIA 1000, with plans to invite PM to the 

launch again. 

Liaise with Worldcom on change of plans. 

Liaise with Pico on quotation to transfer booth from 2006 IEE to 

new venue. 

Source for hotel quotations & availability (PICC, PGH & Marriot 

Putrajaya). 

13th November 2006 Confirmation received from MEWC about PM not being able to 

launch the SURIA 1000. 

Meeting with ACCCIM who proposed SURIA 1000 be launched 

at exhibition area. Proposal declined by MBIPV. 

ACCCIM then proposed to have joint opening by Minister 

MEWC. MBIPV then referred to MEWC for comments and 

subsequently confirmed by MEWC that Minister of MEWC will be 

the Guest of Honour to officiate the joint events. 

MBIPV changed official launching of SURIA 1000 to soft 

launching (“introducing of SURIA 1000”) instead. 

Cancelled STAR advertorial which is to be published on 15th 

November 2006. 

Inform Re-Han that thank you advertisement to the PM no longer 

required. Replaced with 8 buntings instead. 

13-14th November 

2006 

Update of Website – SURIA 1000, FAQs, SURIA 1000 

application form & guidelines, list of approved PV service 

provider. 
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Date Event 

15th November 2006 SURIA 1000 advertorial published in SUN. 

17th November 2006 Galleries Gift House is not able to deliver the door gifts on time 

due to too short a notice for changes in order. Job outsourced to 

Worldcom instead. 

21st November 2006 Meeting with ACCCIM on logistic issues (VVIP seatings, 

programme sequence, MC, rehearsal, etc). 

22nd November 2006 Meeting with ACCCIM, contractor, Worldcom at Sunway Lagoon 

Resort Hotel on technical issues. 

23rd November 2006 F&R Exhibition & Conference proposed to change PTM booth 

location to make way for gold sponsors. Proposal declined by 

MBIPV. 

F&R Exhibition & Conference later proposed to change PTM 

booth concept from corner to island design. Proposal accepted 

by MBIPV. 

Liaise with Pico on changes from corner to island design & 

discuss on various options to the change of design. 

25th November 2006 SURIA 1000 advertorial published in Property Times, NST. 

26th November 2006 Setup of booth & rehearsal for soft launching of SURIA 1000. 

27th  November 2006 Introduction of SURIA 1000. 

SURIA 1000 advertorial published in Star Metro. 

27-28th November 

2006 

Participation in 2006 IEC and 2006 IEE. 

29th November 2006 Letter of thanks faxed to both ACCCIM & cc-ed to MEWC. 

 

 

 

 

 

Deputy Prime Minister, 

Datuk Seri Najib Tun 

Razak expressed his 

opinion on ASEAN energy 

co-operations at a 

luncheon session, 2006 

IEC 
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Impact Analysis 
 

While the introduction of SURIA 1000 remained the event highlight, there were two 

other events which were carried out to support and complement the main event. As a 

result of this, the impact analysis is divided into 3 sections: 

1) Impact of Introducing SURIA 1000 event 

2) Impact of 2006 IEE 

3) Impact of Kuntum 

 

1) Impact of Introducing SURIA 1000 event 
The number of guests at the opening of 2006 IEC and introduction of SURIA 1000 

was estimated to be 900. These guests included over 40 VVIPs, over 50 members 

from the media, approximately 600 of the 2006 IEC participants and remaining were 

guests invited by MBIPV Project. The large turnout of guests including media gave 

SURIA 1000 a very comprehensive coverage in terms of publications of press 

releases and feature articles.  

 
In the month of November, advertorial for SURIA 1000 was published on three (3) 

major newspapers on different dates (14th, 25th & 27th November 2006). As a result of 

the introduction of SURIA 1000 event, the following press releases and feature 

articles have been recorded from different media channels for the following dates: 

No. Date Type Media Channel Type 

1 Bes.online Online 

2 The Star Newspaper 

3 

Press releases 

The Edge Daily Online 

4 

27th November 2006 

Feature article Star Metro Newspaper 

5 New Straits Times Newspaper 

6 The Star Newspaper 

7 China Press Newspaper 

8 Berita Harian Newspaper 

9 

28th November 2006 Press releases 

New Straits Times Newspaper 

10 30th November 2006 Feature article Die Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für 

Sonnenenergie 

Online 

11 16th December 2006 Feature article Property Times Newspaper 
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Perhaps the greatest measurable impact was the hit count from the MBIPV website, 

www.ptmg.org.my/bipv. The following data was captured on 21st December 2006: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month Hits 

January 190 (1.33%)  

February 621 (4.36%)  

March 1456 (10.22%)  

April 571 (4.01%)  

May 672 (4.72%)  

June 1458 (10.24%)  

July 1449 (10.17%)  

August 1135 (7.97%)  

September 1382 (9.70%)  

October 1281 (9.00%)  

November 3045 (21.38%)  

December 981 (6.89%)  

Average 1186.75 

Year Hits 

2005 2071 (14.54%)  

2006 12170 (85.46%)  
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2) Impact of 2006 IEE 
 

While the introduction of SURIA 1000 programme received much publicity through 

the media and the number of guests at the opening event, the success of 2006 IEE 

pales in comparison to the main event. At the point of committing to participate in the 

2006 IEE, it was understood that the exhibition targeted no less than 100 exhibitors. 

Due to lack of publicity and marketing campaign efforts given to 2006 IEE, in the end 

there were only 18 exhibitors who participated in the exhibition. PTM/MBIPV booth 

collected approximately 100 business cards from the visitors to the booth. The 

number of visitors to the booth was estimated to be around 400. The low number of 

visitors were due to poor visibility (i.e. signages) and publicity given to 2006 IEE. 

Some of the participants to the 2006 IEC were not aware there was an exhibition at 

the end of the hall way.  

 

On a positive note, 1/3 of the exhibitors showcased PV-related products and 

services. These exhibitors were invited by MBIPV to take part in the 2006 IEE and 

this marked the first exhibition in which had the PV industry dominated the entire 

exhibition. 
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3) Impact of Kuntum 
 

The theme for introduction of SURIA 1000 and 2006 IEC focused primarily on 

preserving the environment for the future generation. Hence, children became a focal 

point for these events. To support promoting awareness of solar PV among school 

children, MBIPV decided on a joint collaboration with Kuntum which marked the first 

effort for capacity building for children. 

 

Kuntum was selected as a preferred partner as the magazine has an impressive  

circulation base of 100,000 per month. MBIPV Project submitted 2 articles which 

were published in series in both September and October 2006 issues of Kuntum. 

Colouring contest was held for children aged between primary 1 and 3 (category A), 

while drawing contest was for children between primary 4 and 6 (category B).  

 

There were 383 entries received for category A and 140 entries for category B, 

making total entries of 523. For category A, the main judging criterion is the children’s 

understanding about PV e.g. colour of PV should be blue.  

 

For category B, the children are judged upon their concept of solar electricity. Most of 

the children drew solar water heater on the rooftop, solar cars, solar calculators, and 

drying clothes under the sun. Only a minority of them were able to portray solar PV 

on rooftops. For both categories, other useful elements included the sun, green 

environment and happy children. For both categories, only a few submitted the 

concept of grid-connected power supply to the house. 

 

Although the number of entries received is impressive, in reality, the children’s 

understanding of generating electricity from the sun is still very low. This is not a 

surprise as the awareness of solar PV in Malaysia is still very low and most 

advertisement campaign, media releases and feature articles on solar PV are 

confined to the Klang valley. Kuntum magazine covers the entire Malaysia and the 

entries for the contest were from all over the country.  

 

The Kuntum episode highlighted that MBIPV Project should continue to raise 

awareness on solar PV among children of Malaysia. The impact can only be truly 

assessed after the campaign on regular basis rather than one-off attempt. 
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 Conclusion 
 

The promotional activities leading to the successful introduction of SURIA 1000 were 

to fulfil the requirements of sub-activity 2.7. However, this does not mark the end of 

promotional campaign for SURIA 1000. On the contrary, this report recorded the 

achievement of the first milestone as a result of concerted efforts from all 

stakeholders. Hence, Component 1 would like to take this opportunity to 

acknowledge and thank the various ones who have played vital roles in the 

successful promotion of National SURIA 1000 programme. 

 

·  Ministry of Energy, Water & Communications – for their advice, guidance and 

facilitating the invitation to the YAB Prime Minister 

·  Pusat Tenaga Malaysia – The CEO, management and staff for their strong 

support in the entire SURIA 1000 programme 

·  Suruhanjaya Tenaga – For their strong financial support in the SURIA 1000 

programme  

·  United Nations Development Programme – for assisting MBIPV in promoting 

the SURIA 1000 programme via UNDP website and dissemination of SURIA 

1000 information 

·  Associated Chinese Chambers of Commerce and Industry of Malaysia and 

ASEAN Academy of Engineering and Technology – for accommodating the 

introduction of SURIA 1000 in their inaugural IEC event. 

·  PV Industry – for their strong in 2006 IEE 

·  Press media – for their support in providing extensive coverage on SURIA 

1000 

·  All contractors – for accommodating to changes in deliverables and additional 

requests, . 

·  MBIPV National Project Leader & team members – for their commitment and 

priority given to ensure successful launching of SURIA 1000 
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Appendixes 
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Programme 
 

9:00am Arrival of Participants and Guests  

9:15am Arrival of VIPs and VVIPs 

9:25am Arrival of Guest of Honour, YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Lim Keng Yaik, 

Minister of Energy, Water and Communications of Malaysia 

9:30am Welcoming remarks by Ir. Hong Lee Pee, Organising Chairman 

of 2006 IEC 

9.40am Speech by Dato’ Ir. Lee Yee Cheong, President of AAET 

9:50am Opening Speech by YB Dato’ Sri Dr. Lim Keng Yaik, Minister of 

Energy, Water and Communications of Malaysia, 

for the 2006 IEC and introducing National SURIA 1000 

Programme 

Multimedia Presentation of National SURIA 1000 

Prize giving for SURIA drawing competition   

Presentation of Mementos + Photo session 

10:30am Guest of Honour visit exhibition booth  

Venue: Pyramid 2 + 3, Level 10, SPCC 

 

10:30am Press Conference cum Refreshment for Guest of Honour 

Venue : Luxor 1 & 2, Level 11, SPCC 
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Photos 
Introduction of SURIA 1000 

 

View of main conference hall – Opening of 2006 IEC & Introducing SURIA 1000 

Speech by YB Dato’ Sri Dr Lim Keng Yaik, 

followed by sounding of the gong 

  

Grand prize winners of Kuntum colouring & 

drawing contests 
 

Presentation of memento to the Minister by 

Chairman of PTM 
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door gifts 

to guests 

 

Gift presented to Minister 

 

Press conference at VVIP holding room 
 

Members of the press 

The CEO of PTM addressing the media 

 

Ir Hadri interviewed by media 

Sending the Minister off after the event Daniel Ruoss, one of the speaker at 2006 IEC 
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2006 International Energy Expo 

 
PTM Booth 

Suntechnics (S’pore) 
 

Mitsubishi Electric (S’pore) 

 
MPIA Putrajaya Perdana Bhd 
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Eco Gallery (M’sia) Fronius Solar Electronics  (German) 

 
YTL Power 

 
CIMB Group 

ASEAN exhibitors UKM 

 
Tourism Booth 

 
Entranceto the Expo 
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Kuntum Article & Contest 
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Press Releases 
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Design Artwork Involved 
 

 

Launching Backdrop  

 

Booth Design 

 

8’ x 8’ Wall poster for Booth 


